
� e Birth of Jesus
2 In those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 � is was the 
� rst registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All 
went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5 He went 
to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And 
she gave birth to her � rstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no 
place in the guest room.  

� e Shepherds and the Angels 
8 Now in that same region there were 
shepherds living in the � elds, keeping 
watch over their � ock by night. 9 � en 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terri� ed. 10 But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for 
see, I am bringing you good news of great 

joy for all the people: 11 to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 � is will 
be a sign for you: you will � nd a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom 
he favors!” 

15 When the angels had le�  them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16 So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph and the 
child lying in the manger. 17 When they 
saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child, 18 and 
all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. 20 � e shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, just as it had 
been told them. 

The Gospel of Luke  | C�a�t�r 2: 1-20  (N�S�U�)



What is the mood of those in the scene—the Holy Family, the shepherds, or the 
angels? What conversation is going on? What do you sense in their experience—
fear, heaviness, elation? What feelings does this raise in you? What do you feel 
drawn to do or say in response? Let yourself follow that instinct and see how it 
unfolds. 

“Here I am, Lord.” 

REFLECT ON YOUR ENCOUNTER
Reread the text. How did your experience open the story for you? What surprised 
or unsettled you?  Where did you feel closest to God? Do you feel spoken to? 
What will you take away from this experience? O� er a prayer of gratitude for this 
encounter. 

“May I ponder all these things in my heart.” 

Personal Reflection:

Imagining Advent
This Advent season at Nativity, we will journey with the theme “Wonder,”

an invitation to look more deeply into the story of Jesus’ incarnation. 
“Wonder” conjures a centuries-old Christian practice known as “imaginative 
prayer,” the most well-known version being part of St. Ignatius’ Spiritual 
Exercises. Imaginative prayer invites us to place ourselves within a biblical scene, 
experiencing the events � rst-hand.  

We simultaneously ask the Holy Spirit to enter into our experience as we enter 
into the story. � ere’s a vulnerability in this practice—and a gi� . Imaginative 
prayer opens our text in new ways, and it opens our hearts.

READ AND PRAY 
Luke’s Christmas Story is printed on the back of this guide. Take your time as you 
read and absorb the details, noting anything that stands out to you. Next, choose 
a particular moment to inhabit. You can imagine yourself as a central � gure, a 
bystander, or a helper in the story. Pray for the ability to let go and for receptivity 
to God’s presence.  

“God, meet me in this practice. Let your Spirit move me.” 

STEP INTO THE STORY
Immerse yourself in the scene and role you chose. Use all your senses to perceive 
what’s around you. What do you see, hear, and smell? Don’t worry about getting 
it “right” with historical details, etc. Free your imagination to connect emotionally 
with the story. 

For 67 years, Nativity Lutheran Church 
has been a sanctuary where people are 
known and loved for who they are.  
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